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T°§2‘5;’§§; ath) Origins of Hiwasa

: : It is said that although in the old days the entire Kaminada area
/  (Old name: Tai centered on Hiwasa was referred to as the ‘Wasa’ district, at some
F " Shikokunomichi time it came to be called ‘Hiwasa’. The Awaguni sonshi history of
y continue on to Yuki. villages in the old Awa Province (researched by Tokushima
Prefecture in 1880) includes the following anecdote on this

subject: “Village elders say it was referred to in ancient times by

_ the name ‘Wasa,” and when Kukai first arrived here by sea and
~__ (Old name: Tai-higashi) asked its name the natives replied ‘Wasa,’ but he called it ‘Hiwasa’
,;_._.v‘*’ because of its propitious location with a view of the sunrise.” Thus,

R e it is said that Kobo Daishi (Kukai) gave it the name Hiwasa.
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thts hotel built inside the )
“said to be merely a “popular

belief” among laypeople, only
Kukai really knows the truth.
Still, it is a fascinating tale.
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A temple town and a harbor town

The town of Hiwasa can be split into two main sections: the “temple town”
consisting of Teramae and Sakuramachi, at Yakuo-ji Temple, and Hiwasaura (a
general term for the vicinity of the harbor), which has developed since old times as
a “harbor town” (river-mouth town).While Teramae and Sakuramachi are relatively

T, 4 _ _ . X (33 - il a3 (Tasukaru tower) newer areas that developed rapidly with the increase in visitors to Yakuo-ji Temple

_ ~ - 8 ' s - N N . Ehi and progress in land transportation, Hiwasaura, home to shipping traders that
R Zgs , h . A 7/ B N P A (Qld names ERSEUE rose to prominence beginning in the middle of the Edo Period as well as a “manor
house” (later the district offices), flourished as a political, economic, and cultural
center of the Kaifu district through the Meiji Period. In particular, the various
cultural contributions of the shipping (trade) business, led by “Taniya”, had a
massive impact on the town’s construction and the livelihoods of its people. This
can be seen, for example, in the old townscape of Hiwasaura.
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The chosa in Hachiman Jinja

. .~ shrine’s fall festival first were Ay Hiwasaura

(Ebisudo Jinja — brought here from Sakai city by .

shrine next to the T it e Sakuramachi
B lookout at the top of s 1 aniya, and it is said that in his
./ the walkway honors the ” here you can youth Hoin, a hero from the end
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after Lovers’ Cape. Surely | | S cook” on a Taniya merchant ship.

it can help “make visitors’
dreams come frue!”
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Kino Tsurayuki, a leading court tanka ~S~_
—. poet of the Heian Period, left Tosa Bay with N\ =
__\ anumber of ships on December 27, 934 after "\
completing his term as Tosa’s provincial governor. \
~{ Itis said that despite the challenges of bad winter
weather, after stopping in succession at Urado, Ominato
Naha, Murotsu, and Kan (Kannoura) in succession the
fleet anchored at the “river mouth” in Hiwasa close to §
early evening on January 22. However, some local
researchers argue that since the harbor at Hiwasa,
as a “river harbor”, was susceptible to wind and §
waves and there was a history of difficulty with
5. earth and sand building up at the mouth of the
' river, Kino's fleet may have an ed instead
'  the bay L amei harbor,
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the Iargest half- submerged
~cave in the prefecture.

including Monc Benyovszky,
prisoners of the Russian
military, escaped prison
and took over a Russian |
warship in Kamchatka.
They drifted ashore at
“Ebisuhama” on June 8.
Benyovszky delivered
two letters by hand through fishermen. These were the
famous Benyovszky letters that later would have
wide-ranging repercussions nationally across Japan.
Benyovszky came here more than 80 years before the
famous “Black ships” of Admiral Perry (in 1853).

. . of Minami.Take in the view from
- near Ebisudo.
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X L Road Station Hiwasa Tourist Information----+- D 0884-77-1875
. o : Hiwasa Station Tourist Information:«---+---+- D 0884-77-0768
RIS Volunteer Tour Guide Association Hiwasa- 28 0884-77-0768

Industrial Promotion Department, Town of Minami--- ‘Z® 0884-77-3617
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